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FINANCING OF WESLEYAN METHODISM: SUMMARY  ANNEX 10A  
BASE DATA  
Members     Chapels   Preachers  
year 1 year 2 average year 1 year 2 average  
1749-1750 - - 14,000 9 9 9 50  
1759-1760 - - 17,000 41 51 46 70  
1769-1770 28,263 29,406 28,835 118 153 136 130  
1779-1780 42,486 43,830 43,158 258 312 285 180  
1789-1790 70,205 71,463 70,834 508 616 562 330  
1799-1800 107,802 109,961 108,882 923 958 941 420  
SOCIETIES AND CIRCUITS  
     Expenditure  Income    
Preachers Chapels 1 Chapels 2 Total  Classes   Tickets   Seat rents   Colls. etc.  Cir./Ch.  Grants Pr. Grants Total Surplus  
1749-1750  £      3,000   £            
18  
 £            
23  
 £      3,041   £   2,578.33   £    
1,400.00  
 £                -     £         
45.00  
 £                         -     £             -     £   4,023   £          
983  
 
1759-1760  £      4,200   £          
138  
 £          
173  
 £      4,511   £   3,130.83   £    
1,700.00  
 £                -     £       
345.00  
 £                         -     £             -     £   5,176   £          
665  
 
1769-1770  £    11,050   £          
542  
 £          
678  
 £    12,270   £   5,310.35   £    
2,883.45  
 £       
271.00  
 £   1,355.00   £            1,685.41   £      81.26   £ 
11,586  
-£         683   
1779-1780  £    15,300   £      1,425   £      1,781   £    18,506   £   7,948.27   £    
4,315.80  
 £   1,710.00   £   3,562.50   £                
237.83  
 £    270.91   £ 
18,045  
-£         461   
1789-1790  £    28,050   £      3,934   £      4,918   £    36,902   £ 
13,045.26  
 £    
7,083.40  
 £   7,306.00   £   8,430.00   £                
180.03  
 £ 
1,050.73  
 £ 
37,095  
 £          
194  
 
1799-1800  £    39,900   £    11,286   £    14,108   £    65,294   £ 
20,052.34  
 £ 10,888.15   £ 15,988.50   £ 16,458.75   £                         -     £ 
3,354.46  
 £ 
66,742  
 £      1,449   
CONNEXIO
N 
 
Expenditure       Income        Overall  
 Kingswd. Other ed. Preachers Cirts./Chs. Law Other Total Yearly E. Kingswd. Preachers Books Colls. Total Surplus  surplus  
1749-1750  £               -   £             -     £             -     £             -     £                -     £                -     £                  
-  
 £                  
-  
 £                           
-  
£            -   £            
-  
 £             -     £          
-  
 -   -  
1759-1760  £               -   £             -     £             -     £             -     £                -     £                -     £                  
-  
 £                  
-  
 £                           
-  
£            -   £            
-  
 £             -     £          
-  
 -   -  
1769-1770  £          
280  
 £             -     £      81.26   £ 
1,685.41  
 £         
26.02  
 £       
167.95  
 £         
2,241  
 £         
2,210  
 £                     218   £               -   £            
-  
 £             -     £ 2,428   £       
187  
-£            
496  
1779-1780  £          
440  
 £      24.00   £    270.91   £    237.83   £           
4.00  
 £       
116.13  
 £         
1,093  
 £            629   £                     402   £               -   £            
-  
 £             -     £ 1,031  -£         
62  
-£            
523  
1789-1790  £          
680  
 £      84.00   £ 
1,050.73  
 £    180.03   £         
72.15  
 £       
152.70  
 £         
2,220  
 £         
1,226  
 £                     907   £          
140  
 £            
-  
 £             -     £ 2,273   £         53   £            247  
1799-1800  £          
900  
 £    914.00   £ 
3,354.46  
 £             -     £                -     £    
3,165.00  
 £         
8,333  
 £         
2,173  
 £                  
1,580  
 £          
460  
 £   1,800   £ 
1,164.23  
 £ 7,177  -£   1,156   £            292  
 
 
 
 
Column headings  
Cir./Ch. Grants Connexional grants to circuits and chapels  
Pr. Grants  Connexional grants to preachers and their families  
Kingswood S. Kingswood School - estimated expenditure, net of fees  
Other ed.  Educational allowances - as reported to Conference  
Yearly E.  Yearly Expenses or Collection - as reported to Conference  
Kingswood C. Kingswood Collection - as reported to Conference  
Preachers  Preachers' Fund income - reported or estimated?  
Classes  Class and ticket money - estimated receipts  
Books  Book Room profits available to Connexion  
  
 
Notes  
1. membership for Great Britain prior to 1769-1770 estimated; for succeeding years, calculated as average of totals reported to Conference for each pair of years  
2. chapel numbers for 1739-40 and 1749 estimated; otherwise from Myles (1813)  
3. annual per capita preaching cash costs estimated at:  1739-1767:  £         60.00  1768-1790:  £                  85.00  from 1791:   £      95.00   
4. annual running costs per chapel estimated at 2 per cent of capital costs [Column Chapels 1]  
5. annual financing costs per chapel [Column Chapels 2]:  
average capital value:  1750  £    100.00  1760  £       150.00  1770  £       200.00  1780  £    250.00  1790  £    350.00  1800  £ 600.00   
average % debt funded:  50%  
average interest rate:  5%  
6. seat rents assumed to start as from 1770 at average income per chapel of:  £         20.00   
% chapels chg. seat rents: 1770 10% 1780 30% 1790 65% 1800 85%  
7. average payment rate of weekly class contributions:  85%  
8. average yield of ticket money cf. 1s.0d. quarter target  50%  
9. average income from collections and other misc. sources per society per year  
1750  £         5.00  1760  £            7.50  1770  £         10.00  1780  £      12.50  1790  £      15.00  1800  £   17.50   
Sources  
Pawson and Mather (1796)       
Workings  
1. Connexional expenditure as recorded in Minutes (ie. for year preceding)  
preachers cts./chs. law other total  
1770  £      81.26   £ 1,685.41   £      26.02   £    167.95   £   1,960.64   
1780  £    270.91   £    237.83   £         4.00   £    116.13   £       628.86   
1790  £    820.12   £    180.03   £      72.15   £    152.70   £   1,224.99  no B/C breakdown available: 1789 proportion for preachers used: 82%  
1800  £ 3,354.46   £             -     £             -     £ 3,165.00   £   6,519.46  includes "extraordinaries" of some £900  
2. Undisclosed Connexional expenditure on preachers:  
Pawson & Mather (1796): 1788  £    250.38   
1789  £    180.00  1788-1789  £       215.19   
  1790  £    100.00  1789-1790  £       140.00  3-yr. av.  £       230.61   
1791  £    573.30  1790-1791  £       336.65   
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Selected digital resources 
 
Dictionary of Methodism in Britain and Ireland.  
http://www.wesleyhistoricalsociety.org.uk/dmbi/ 
 
Hull History Centre  
www.hullhistorycentre.org.uk/ 
 
Methodist Archives Biographical Index.  
http://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/searchresources/guidetospecialcollections/methodist/usin
g/biographicalindex/ 
 
Weardale Museum 
http://www.weardalemuseum.co.uk/ .  
 
